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“To ‘THE READERS 
The Tanke or Shorh wnrbhymed poems of 
Feet ar syllables, from which the Wlofsom | 
Songs | in this Little bowk have been translated, 


i all hon Wa Rokiasbic, thet famous 
a" Amith logy of Japaness Poems “New te Old” 
: tic lvct§ compiled in. the year 906 A. D. 


The poems, Wwriften by Japanese authors 


| Ge the Chinese style, a few of which have 
} : been chosen for Tye es | Sones, aY € iore. 


moslern ‘ Still the Spirit hk. breathes through 


| them LS the Spirit That has animated. the 
Warriors of Japan from the carliest days. a 


| Wah Wi vi has Leen aul oud “« guaint 
Little Sermory to Students, for often « in Japan 


i etudent QOS to lis books LWED CS bis fore- 
“ ‘ine went To War, and ply ie knowledge 
a AS he would Conquer cur) Enemy s countr y) {re | 


| gently sg at the pe ol % Re 


Stern devotion to duly and a delight in aan 


a loveliness, So tencler iy wen te be touched 


with Sadness, have Ever been characteristic \ 


of the bravest children of the Line oF tye 
Gods. “The verse of that lapel with Es 
Strange and fanciful Graces oF style is in 
one Sense entranslatable; yet the chie 
thought that underlies the tissue of half 
Words and allusions forming a Japanese 
poem, as a gift lies hidden beneath an €m- 
broidered cloth; may sometimes be presented 
to an English reader in a torn wot $0 alien 
to bis own poetry as to be repellent to him. 
Relying greatly Upon the Sympathetic cot- 
laboration oT The artis Whose Work Accorates 


ae cs € (9 At S> The Tran S | alors b ave alle ‘y} P re d 


50 Fo present the thoughts underlying cb few | 


Japanese ees in tie little book before you. 


CONTERTS 
BLOSSOM SONGS 


Snow. 

Astray. 

Waking agd § leeping. 
Wrastec Spring. 

On ‘The JJeights 

ON Wessage. 

“The Jotus. 

wTisere re 

Maple Jeaves. 


Foam Flowers. 
SWORD SONGS 
Waiting. 
—Bearts and Swords. 
xy Death Reverie. 
The Old Examiner. 
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“ist oF ILLUSTRATIONS 


i Ssai Skene by Hiroshige (Reproduction) i 
Cherry Blossom Scene « Waking by Koho Ww os 
Early Summer Scene by the same Artist Wi 
The Mountain 3 )etus Vi 

The SHIKISHY with tthe Original TANKA 
of « Widseulers » TX 


Maple ‘Trees by Kohs | iy 
Wave Flowers by Kiwasson 4 
The Original TANKA of « Foam Flowers » ae, 


The Original Chinese Poem of « Waiting» M. 


Sword Ornaments by Kshs » 
Dragons by Shosé IL 
Mount Fuji by Hokusai (Reproduction) Sedil 
AL Tomb by Moonlight by Kohe SAN. 


The hom scaruaia by }oshimaat ae 
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ASTRAY | 


Te gather Simples on the Hills, 1 “- 
"The WGuntain path ad add. XN April Fs 


> . ¢ 
herries 
ut over the farth the laughing Ch 


Such Snow of Blo$sern that T les wid ie 


way Fearn 


WAKING aNd SLEEPING 


¥ rested at & woentain Ten arte} Slept, 
Sut the Spring Day's clear memory of delight 
In deepest dreams my happy Vision kept, 


A A BAe whe ae eae % Saas ; ors, 
VNC liogsoms drifted past me all the Night. 
° a 
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A WASTED SPRING 
t have So Long beers Sick, 1 cannot Hele | 
What wth the Spring has taken; yet I fear 
That Low¢ age the Vherry Blogsem fell 
For Which Wire oy had waited oll the ; 
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Yoru ka 


ON THE JHEIGHTS 


QO World! Odream! as emply as the Shell 
That th e Cica Was ver y Sorm doth heen, 
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tell them L am Weary of the 
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i Tre Lotus 


i | Green Lotos jeaves that trom the slime AYLS € 
: Clastainec) and Pure, telk Me, whenas Jou 
i i W Eo r | 

| ‘Pewdrops MIP Ory yeur bosons, are wire eyes 
‘Deluded that they Still Gee Jewels there l 
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MITGSERERE 


patente mightingale, take pity on the pain 

OF lige despair that T lave boring So 
oe 

Crive back the silence to the World AgAL, 7 

Nor break my heart with Cisechnnne ot 


thy sone. Bi 
pny 


KYAPLE JeAVeES 


Hire hs] aple leaves : that Ory the Wow it cur r 
he ieht 
Chan ° Cy | arye, cirrcl Fall iW cis Mo mary ede 


Dye like some vichly-wroveht Brocade at Neebt, 


loveliness lost in sad obscurity. 
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Within my Treasure Horse a cCagkek lies, 
And shut therein "Two Pragens Writhe und MOC, 
AS } Ree} a Vigil | in the might alon 


Ny re is tormented with their Cries. 


: » eee ae % 
| Be SrHL, my Swords, Alas ret yet ; net yet 
| / | 
The davy er action dj “4. TS 5 ye reect rot Tear, 


Moment ly mMement it 1S Cra wing recy. 
Be silent. “De ye cleem th at I forget r 
Bir ort. 


HEARTS AND SwoRDS 


"The metal of thy tredsure, Warrier hand 
‘Ns forged Ada, as ik was forged of old 
Wet on the anvil; but his Mood goes eclel 
And Wis hair crisps who Fakes if in his hank) 


Castlier treasvre, too, than swords of Steel, 
Land o the Rising Gan is ever thine, 
Treasure of hearts that glow with the divine 


Kydeur rat atv ot alowe Can feel. 


Teves white Swords beneath their rager feet | 


Thy sors prefs storming onward, while the light 

A) beak plays chert theiy Whirling blades — 
Night | 

The trembling mountains. These 

find battle sweet. 
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he Ree oe gh 


hese Find fierce Jey in life’s Extremity, 
| nd of the Geds, far rather would they 
sheathe | : 
Thee falchitons iw Pdeiv own ved hearts 
—Fhan breathe 
me hovr disheneured,— or dishencur Thee. 
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THE OLD EXAMINER __ 


By Sumidn’s fair Stream the Cherries blow, 
And, fairer than the Blossoms on the Leugh, 
‘The smiling troots of dari eyed maidens 20. 
AY weighty counsel T woald ®ive you wow: 
T counsel you to Turn your steps aside 
When cherries Woo by Sumida’s Vee tide. 


Chat time the Autumn Moons in splendour 
show 

Turning %o Gold the ripples the stream, 

Whiter than moonlight, purer than the $new 

A\ Gix)'s Suir Face wil through the darkness 
eleam; 


J counsel You +o mind your books at home, 


N or by the rivers moomlit shores to Toum. ue 


Mc ry long tffort in the days of old 
The Sages won to Wisdom and to Fame. 
“Think you that you have leisure te behold 
| Moonlight und Blogsoms? Nay, but by the same 
Hard Read the Sages travelled you must wend 
of you desire to gain the Self-same End). 


i" thirty years have these dim eyes of mine 
 Pored over Student's TheseS, noting well | 
Where seemed] the light of knowtledg¢e best 
ae 4. shine, 

Whe pressed Along the path, we failed 
and Feil, 

wid watched careers, ambitions, tfforis, 
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PosT ScRIPTUM. 


gee Japanese are qaeck to take ar 


artistic bint, and to them tn poetry AS 


In painting the half saic thing is clearest: 


‘The iworcs cistinguished by C apital let- 


ters | ity these I3lossom Songs Wwoulel to “A 
Japanese reader be alone abeuet enough 


eq indicate tLe meaning of the Whale 


poerm- 

In Japanese as in Engl ish Werse 
Certain WO ¥ reas dnd phrases have tradi- 
tional Meanings and associations. Per- 


haps a few words of explanation as 


to these should be given bere. 


: Vie Red Heart is the Sign oF trot 
and loyalty. The Cherry Bliss omy 1S the 


i : te a ~*s 
firs Lt of Flowe r§, dine the Samerac’ Was 


taught to part With his Life as readily 


Uae as the Wild Cherry Shecl her petals. 


Flower the Wave is the Japanese name 
or foam. The Lotus, the symlbcl of Purity, 
is the Sacred ower of Buddhism, me: the 
phi lesophers of that reli igien look upon 
the tropty shell from which the perfect 
Sem. or Cicada has emerged as a fe 
the illusery nature of all Phensmena. 

The Hototogisu, the Inrd that Sings 

love and Sorrows is here called the 
Nightingale, it is wot the same bird as 
Philomel, but it plays A Similar part in 
Japanese peetry. 

Vhou sh Hhese lavka Seem as a rule 
to be so impersonal, yeE a delicate human 
allusscn may ten be Tound woven into 
the texture of the poem, as When, under 
the figure cf the asitiionel beauty of the 
maple leaves Flaming unseen Up A moun- 
tain height, the peet perhaps hints that 
bis talent o that of Some friend is being 
wasted | amie encosieen ee Surroundings. 

‘To the Sword mandy fantastic names 


are given, Such as ‘The Blue Dragon or 


Avtumnal Water. The Vlade is called frosty 
or icy ; it was forged with religious rites, 
and te draw it from is sheath was, ane 
todeed wen vow is, Thought ts bea sdlemn 
action ndt te be undertaken in a Spirit « 
levity. Needless to say ‘the Tews Divords 
a Samuras were his chiefest +hr-easures- 
As for the Japanese or Chinese 
toscriptions on these pages they are ‘the 
| Gridginal poems ivilteo out in the tradi- 
tional style prescribed fer Such Corry - 
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